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[Embodiment] First embodiment. FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing 
a first embodiment of the present invention , in which reference 
numerals 1 to 9 indicate exactly the same components as in the prior 
art described above. Reference numeral 10 indicates a stored mail 
forwarding device, which forwards e-mails stored in the storage 5 
according to a forwarding address list 6. FIG. 2 is an explanatory 
diagram showing the forwarding address list 6 in detail. The 
forwarding address list 6, which is modified by an inputter 8, 
comprises user names 11 and forwarding addresses 12 to which e-mails 
addressed to the users are forwarded. 

[0010] FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing a procedure executed by the 
stored mail forwarding device. In step 41 , the stored mail forwarding 
device suspends the process until the forwarding address list 6 is 
modified. If the forwarding address list 6 is modified, the process 
proceeds to step 42. If an additional forwarding is specified, 
e-mails addressed to the pertinent user and stored in the storage 5 
are forwarded to the forwarding address 12 in the forwarding address 
list 6 in step 42. In step 43, the e-mails addressed to the user 
pertinent to step 42 and stored in the storage 5 are deleted. Then 
the process returns to step 41. 

[0011] Second embodiment. FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a second 
embodiment of the present invention, in which reference numerals 1 
to 10 indicate exactly the same components as in FIG. 1 described above. 
Reference numeral 13 indicates a controller, which has a function of 
modifying a forwarding address list according to commands included 
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in received e-mails . 

[0012] It is assumed that the e-mail forwarding device thus 
configured has received an e-mail via a communication channel. If 
the e-mail includes a command, the controller 13 modifies a forwarding 
address list 6 according to the command. FIG. 5 shows the details 
of the format of the command written in the e-mail. Reference numeral 
14 indicates a statement about an operation applied to the items of 
the forwarding address list 6, which specifies the operation such as 
addition to, deletion from, or modification to the forwarding address 
list 6. Reference numeral 11 indicates a keyword that specifies a 
user in the forwarding address list 6, while reference numeral 12 
indicates a forwarding address. 

[0013] FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing a procedure executed by the 
controller. In step 61, the controller waits until an e-mail 
including a command is received. When the e-mail including a command 
is received, the process proceeds to step 62. In step 62, the command 
is analyzed. In steps 63A, 63B and 63C, the content of the forwarding 
address list is added, deleted or modified according to the command. 
Then the process returns to step 61. 

[0014] The forwarding address can be specified by another mailing 
device, and thereby instructions for forwarding of stored e-mails and 
for subsequent forwarding of those e-mails can be given from remote 
locations . 

[ 0015 ] Although the present invention is implemented in the e-mailing 
device connected to another e-mailing device via the communication 
channel in the above explanation, e-mail massages may be forwarded 
within the present e-mailing device. 
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[0016] Further, it may be configured so that a plurality of 
destination addresses can be specified as forwarding addresses 12. 
Moreover, the timing of forwarding may be modified such that the 
forwarding address list 6 is periodically investigated to see whether 
it was modified, and if so, the operation is performed, 

FIG. 1 
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3: RECEIVER 

4: ADDRESS ANALYZER 

5: STORAGE 

7: FORWARDING DEVICE 
8: INPUTTER 
9: OUTPUTTER 

10: STORED MAIL FORWARDING DEVICE 

FIG. 3 
START 

41: IS FORWARDING ADDRESS LIST MODIFIED? IS THERE ANY ADDITION TO 
THE LIST? 

42 : SEND STORED E-MAIL ADDRESSED TO USER ADDED TO FORWARDING ADDRESS 
LIST 

43: DELETE FORWARDED E-MAIL FROM STROAGE 
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3: RECEIVER 
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7: FORWARDING DEVICE 
8 : INPUTTER 
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FIG. 6 
START 

61: DOES E-MAIL INCLUDE CONTROL COMMAND? 
62: COMMAND ANALYSIS 

63A: ADDITION TO FORWARDING ADDRESS 
63B: DELETION FROM FORWARDING ADDRESS 
63C: MODIFICATION TO FORWARDING ADDRESS 
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